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Set Up ACH and PMS with U.S. Customs

What is ACH (Automated Clearing House)?

ACH is a form of electronic payment that allows for the transfer of funds from one bank account to
another. U.S. Customs offers an ACH payment option which enables Importers to transfer funds for
payment of their duties, taxes and fees directly into a U.S. Customs account once an ACH account is
established.

What is PMS (Periodic Monthly Statements)?

U.S. Customs requires all duties, taxes, and fees to be paid within 10 business days of the shipment's
entry date. To maximize the cash flow benefit, Customs offers Periodic Monthly Statements. Periodic
Monthly Statements allow you to pay duties, taxes and fees on the 15" business day of every month

covering costs from the previous calendar month.

For example, using the year 2025:

e If an entry summary date/preliminary date falls in February, payment would be due on March 21,
2025.

Check out our example table below showing increased flexibility and cash flow:

Import Date Entry Summary Date Duty Due Date w/PMS Total Days to Pay
1/05/25 1/13/25 2/24/25 50
2/10/25 2/18/25 3/21/25 39
2/25/25 3/05/25 4/21/25 56

Benefits of having an ACH with PMS account
* Provides longer payment terms of duty therefore helps Importer with cash flow!

e Allows clients to maintain direct contact with U.S. Customs eliminating the reliance on Customs
brokers to pay duties, fees, and taxes for you.

e Saves money on disbursement fees assessed by brokers.

How does Customs know how much should be taken from our account?

Trans-Border processes your Customs entries and approves the duty amounts. These duty amounts

are scheduled for payment to U.S. Customs on an ACH statement 8 days after the release date. You'll
receive an email including your statement information as soon as the statement is approved for payment.
You'll also be provided with an entry summary along with your invoices from Trans-Border to provide a
complete overview of your entry, including the applicable duty rates and amounts.
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How do | sign up for ACH Debit?

1. You must fill out CBP Form 400 and email it to Customs at ACH-Customs@cbp.dhs.gov.

2. You will receive a message back from Customs notifying you that your application was received
and providing you with additional instructions that must be followed with your banking institution.

3. Once the mock transaction is completed, U.S. Customs will send an e-mail with your Payer’s Unit
Number to the email address provided in your application.

4. You will then provide Trans-Border with your payer unit number and we will program our system to
ensure that all of your shipments are paid via ACH using the Periodic Monthly Statement option.

How do | sign up for Period Monthly Statements?
1. Signing up is easy and can be done one of two ways:

a. Sign up with your online ACE account.

b. Complete CBP Form 5106 and email Customs periodicstatement@dhs.gov with the
subject heading “Activation Request - ‘Your IRS Number’”. Note that ‘Periodic Monthly
Statement Activation’ must be written on top of the completed 5106 form. Customs will
e-mail you within 10 days confirming that you are all setup!

2. Once confirmed, contact Trans-Border and we will ensure that your Customs entries are submitted
properly moving forward.

How do | know how much will be deducted from my account?
Trans-Border is here to assist you with this process in one of two ways.

1. If you have signed up for ACH Debit, but did not chose to activate PMS, Trans-Border will email
you a copy of your ACH Statement once it is approved for payment showing the amount that will
be debited from your bank account within the next few days.

2. If you have signed up for ACH Debit and activated your PMS, Trans-Border will send you a copy
of your preliminary daily statements once they are approved for payment and a copy of your final
monthly statement upon payment approval.

Periodic Monthly Statements (PMS) Dates for 2026

Statement Dates - 11th Statement Dates -15th
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Workday Work Day
January 01/16/2026 01/23/2026
February 02/17/2026 02/23/2026
March 03/16/2026 03/20/2026
April 04/15/2026 04/21/2026
May 05/15/2026 05/21/2026
June 06/15/2026 06/22/2026
July 07/16/2026 07/22/2026
August 08/17/2026 08/21/2026
September 09/11/2026 09/22/2026
October 10/16/2026 10/22/2026
November 11/17/2026 11/23/2026
December 12/15/2026 12/21/2026
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